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If I didn't dream it, that really is a cover by Art Widner, Jr.,
one of the last survivors of the Spaceways stable of artists, _
It appears on the spring, 1962 issue of Horizons, which is volume
23, number 3, whole number 90, and FAPA number 84. Harry Warner,
Jr., 423 Summit Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland, did the writing,
and mimeography is quite possibly by Dick Eney. :

In the Beginning

The Fantasy Amateur: It's about time that the changes were made
in the egoboo poll. I never did get straight those fipe dis- i
tinctions between editor end other categories. *!' "Something de-’
finitive and specific should appear in the FA on the Td Martin
situation. I think he was FAPA's most useless member, but I want
to know. if he was dropped because he rehashed old anecdotes. If
the grounds were actual plagiarism, chapter and verse should.be.
cited; if not, there'is nothing to do but reinstate him or to ig-
nore the constitution altogether from now on. ‘' I have the
strangest feeling that ‘something awful will occur when the mail=-
ing list hits 65, the same size as FAPA: a coup d'etat, perhaps,
or someone accidentally typing up address labels for :the bundles
from the waiting 1list instead of the membership roster.  Day*-
Star: Could relative immunity to serious illness be a trait of
ans? 1've noticed that they rarely suffer anything that knocks
them off their feet. I'm scrawny and aging, but'I didn't spend a
day in bed for 18 years, almost to the very day, until the broken
hip interrupted my record. Churn: Why do people always go :
through such violent gyrations when pretending to have a heart
attack? I've never heard of a heart attack that affected the in=-
div idual that way. If breathing is affected, the victim hasn't
enough strength to stay on his feet; if he can breathe but is in
pain, he lies still instinctively. .'' George Price would be
horrified to know that I doubt that Russia has any real communiz-
ing program aimed at the United States at present. I think the
USSR is using all its good operatives and propagandists on Asia
and Africa because the probability of success is so much greater
there. '' I disagree with Art, too: I think that Nurenberg's
trials were the only encouraging thing about WWII. If the people
who promote the wars face such a threat as losers, we might not
have so many volunteers in the war promotion demrtment.  Alift
Why can't the conventions get these fascimating characters as
speakers llke those at the AAAS? From all I hear, the science
talks are always the weak spots on convention programs. Moon=-
shade: I'm full of questions today. How many stf. stories
have turned out to contain actual prophetic passages in specific
historical events? I don't mean the introduction of submarines
and tanks into fiction before they were invented, but whole epi-
sodes in fictional fom that became actuality? I can think of
only one such success. A novel entitled "Swastika Night" pub-
lished before WWII, author's name forgotten, told of the flight
of Hess to England. It was sheer luck, I suppose, not presci-
ence. Vandy: I recently reread "Slan" to make sure that ad-
vancing years and experienee wouldn't change my opinion that Vogt
can't write novels. I found it on this second reading indistin-
guishable from Tom Swift stories for maturity and: literary quali-
ty. '' But we already have a conscientious objector provision
for members of religious denominations which emphasize pacifism;
is it rair to let a conscientious coward escape service because



should.be

of an accident of birth into a family who brought him up in this
denomination? '' Boggs and Coulson could forget their worries
over the superfluity of certain verb forms by visiting Maryland
and hearing just once the expression that is customary around
here when one puts an auto into reverse gear or perfoms some
similar activity: "Now I'm going to back back." .'' State pub-
licists are uniformly illiterate. The official Maryland publica=
tion for those interested in moving to this state after retire-
ment lists iceboating and ski slopes among recreational facilit-
ies that would interest ‘these individuals, and misspells the Al-
leghenies. '* I don't understand Tucker's reference to variance
in f£ilm thicknesses from one subject to another. If "subject!
means a short feature, I could imagine a difference between a
reel of color film and a reel of black-and-white, but not 4iffer-
ing thicknesses as a newsreel explores a different subject, for
instance.. '' Joe Hensley may look like Juanita's obstetrician,
but Tom Purdom looks exactly like my boss. This made it a weird
experience to ask questions on that Philcon panel under Tom's eye
Just as if I were at my job with the editor following every move.
Sercon's Bane: I'm glad Buz reminded me. I want to explain that
my choice of‘'a Hagerstown surgeon to care for my broken hip was
not intended to reflect in any way upon the qualifications or
skill of any other members of the medical profession. The choice
was made simply for the sake of convenience. '!' I feel left out
amid ell this happy chatter about successions of autos. I bought
my first one in 1950 and am still running it, although this state
of affairs may not last more than a few more days, owing to its
current activity, that of falling apart. '' I think that worry .
is a useful occupation. It frequently enables a person to figure
out a means of solving a problem which seems hopeless if given
just the sensible amount of attention that the positive thinkers
would recommend. Phlotsam: I've never been attacked by a hotel
room, but I know how Miss Wells feels. My room at the Penn-She r-
aton had a whole row of buttons just inside the door. I had a
blinding headache when the bellboy introduced me to the room, and
didn't pay complete attention to his explanation of their func=-
tion. I knew that one was a signal if there was a message at the
desk and another was for summoning help in an emergency, but I
had one button left over and couldn't be sure if it turned out
the overhead light or did samething sensational. I was so anx-
ious to kill the headache with sleep that I didn't even hunt for
another light switch thoroughly but dozed off without risking a
jab at that button. The next morning, I found that it really
controlled the 1light in the bathroom and the room light was gov=-
erned by a switch hidden in a closet. '' While iq testing is
still a topic, does anyone know for sure if Lester del Rey actual=-
ly possessed that fabled 240 iq? '' It's an old Christian tra-
dition to parodize the faith. Some of the medieval plays based
on the Bible are just as irreverent as Pal Jesus, although they
used less delicate subjects than the crucifixion. It's probably
the decline in fervant faith that causes people today to feel so
shocked by such things, fearing their small remaining supply of
belief might be laughed into nothingness. '* I have no inten-
tion of backing away from arguments or snubbing people when I fail
to reply at length to promising ones. It's just a case of space,
the neglect that many other comments would get if I devoted a pair
of pages to one matter. I always intend to write a personal let-




ter and always fail to do so through pressure of other corres-
pondence. '' For a real gleaming example of adverbitis, try

Nat Hentoff's reviews of jazz and folk musice. He's musically
illiterate but I like to read the reviews for the fun of watch-
ing wilder and wilder combinations of adverb-modifying-adjective
every other line. '' I see there's no substantial backing for
the waiting list vote proposal. So I'11 stop urging it with one
goodbye remark: it isn't surprising that soms active fans fail to
be active in FAPA when we consider that the average fan life is
about five years and the average FAFPA waiting list stay is about
four years. '' San Francisco seems to be everyone's favorite
city. Why does not one fan ever move there? Everyone agrees
that Los Angeles is impossible for air and transportation and

New York is out of the question for every other reason, and all
the migration is to those two cities. Phantasy Press: The anal=-
ySis of the FAPA year is unusually interesting this time. It's
surpri sing that all but one of the top five for publication gquan-
tity are married and only three of the nine private publications
that hit every mailing are the work of bachelors. Only about
half of the membership roster are married. Next year, I'd like
to see the special thanks department enlarged a little. This is
extremely useful for voters who aren't efficient enough to have
the four mailings on hand for leafing through. I am most happy
about the change in egoboo poll date, incidentally. It reduces
the tendency to favor the stuff in the mailing immediately at
hand. Silme: I hate to-hurt Bjo's feelings but truth forces me
to announce that I find this.a very bad title. I read Slime ev=-
ery time I glance at it, and when I try to pronounce it I almost
say Silly. '' A good supplemeat to the valuable stenciling ar-
ticle by Juanita Coulson would be a similar one from Art Thomson
or Eddie Jones, telling how they do it over there to get those
special effects of solidity and massiveness. As a non-artist, I
can add only one inconsequential fact. I've discovered that cor-
rection fluid doesn't dry up if you tape tightly the area where
the cap meets the bottle to make it completely airproof. '' The
rages on the photo salon contain a good bit of misinformation.
There is no reason why grein should be a problem in large blowups
from 35 mm negatives. Grain in any size up to 11x14 results from
either superfast film, overexposure, or the wrong development. A
careless darkroom worker can get a form of reticulation which is
often misteken for grain. It is not necessary to fasten prints
to mounts. Any photo department carries mounts with cutouts into
which the standard size prints fit neatly without paste or tape.
Hand-colored prints are not banned by all salons. The one spon-
sored by the local museum, which drews eiitries from four states,
judges them with and on the seme basis as other color prints. I
don't plan to enter this salcn, because I feel I'd have an unfair
advantage over most fans, with my own Contax, the company's Speed
Graphic, and a fully equipped darkroom at my disposal. But I
think it has more potential than the art show, in the sense that
the standards of fan photography are incredibly low. Almost all
picture-taking consists of washed-out faces ard black backgrounds
from flash, subjects that fill up only one-fifth of the picture
area, unsharpness from slight camera shake, and such faults.
BU8798b: I don't wa tch many highly praised television programs
because there is nothing to watch. Why stare at distracting
special camera effects while good music is being played, or watch
a politician's mouth open and shut as he expounds his ideas? '!




I voted for the increase in number of votes to remove walting
listers because FAPA merbers are clustering in certain areas. A
waiting lister who made fans around either New York or Los Angel-
es furious could get virtually enough votes for expulsion in a
lightning-fast word-of-mouth coup, under present rules. Burb-
lings: My gracicus, this doesn’t sound.like the old Burb at all.
His style has changed, maybe out of sheer self-defense now that
most fans have perfacted their imitation of the old Burbee style.
't The most depressing thing about the interpretations of that
unusual lin=up of the plarets was this: all the religions and
occult sciences that thought it was significant were unanimous
that something ewful was going to heappen. Superstition must do
something to the mind, to make it unable to imagine a lucky sign.
Salud: My comment on the absence or attention to the death of
Doc Weir was prompted by his writing ability. He was one of the
hal f~dozen active fans who wWere producing scholarly but readable
articles. That's why his loss is greater in a sense than if he'd
been a writer of typical faan material. '' I like Arnold Ben-
nett very much, and owa alil his fiction that has becen released in
Penguin form in England. He made people around here very happy
once by listing his nominstions for the three wonders of the
world. Two were standard wonders, whose exact identity I forget,
but the third was the stons work in the bridges on the Antietan
Creek that runs through this valley. *'' The problemrs of a his=-
torian are endless. I thought I'd finally assembied all the data
on Jim Harmon's door, and ncw you say he knocked it down. I had
assumed that he just knocked a hole in it., Details, detailS....
Wraith: Richard Eney is to become Tfather of the human race? With
wiose time machine? Where am I going to get another publisher?
How will we get that big feature of the 100th nmeiling if a little
task like this is going %o teke up his time? The Fambling Faps:
The Who Zoo is exasperating because it didn't get The cata on the
very members about whose past I'm mest uncertain. But thers are
scme surprises even among the familiar data. I hadn't realized
that Jean Linard is only four years younger thana I aa or that
Other Worlds had been such a major source of today's FAPAns. '!
Both labor and transportation costs have bsen rising steadily in
recent years for parer manufacturers. I can remember only omune
increase in Master Products' prices, and that was only a few pen=-
nies per ream. I don't see how the fimm could possibly seil the
same grade today that it did five years ago. '' Isn't there a
spacial mail service that brings you a return receipt proving de-
livery for ten or fifteen cents? Publishers who want assureiice
that their fanzines reached the official editor could use it, %o
save the oe the trouble of openirg each parcel upon arrival and
hunting for a return postal encloszd. 'Ff Limiting the waiting
list to fans with a minimum nuber of years in fandom would re-
duce the waiting list. BEut while we're all referring to the
waiting list problem, the trouble isn't in its size but in the
length of time it tskes to get into FAPA. Today's neofan might
go on the waiting list and become a member in 196€; with the pro=-
posed restriction, today's neofan might go on the waiting 1list in
1964 and become a member in 1965. What's the adventage? '' The
current Ward's winter sale catalog carries on page 109 a variety
of hunting rifles that use .303 amnunition. Ammunition for them
is also offered. The only restriction is that the guns may not
be bought by minors. The rifles are mailable, the ammunition is
shipped by freight, truck, or express, as the purchaser prefers.
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There are also German Meusers that look more powerful than .22
rirfles to me and are identified as intended for big game. Shot-
guns are not in this catalog but are generally offered in late
summer .and fall. Le Moindre: Railroads will be in still worse
condition if a new plan works out. There is serious discussion
of a system of pulverizing coal at the source, mixing it with
water, and transporting it by pipeline to destinations, where it
would be dehydrated and pressed into lumps again., I suspect that
freight service through Hagerstown would virtually cease if this
is done. Coal from western Pennsylvania and other regions bound
for Baltimore and vicini ty keeps alive one entire railroad serv-
ing this ¢ity, the Western Maryland. '' Add me to the list of
thoge interested in anything you write about the live theater.
The lack of material from FAPAns on that topic doesn't mean dis-
interest. About half of us don't live close to the legitimate
stage and about half of the remainder can't afford good seats re=-
gularly. Horizons: I must apologize for my remarks on the first
page of thils issue about FAPA sponsorship of an award for the art
showe I can't think what caused me to use such an ugly and in-
correct word as "bribe" in this context. I still feel that FAPA
funds should not be used to buy trophles, particularly since the
new entry fees and commissions on sales ahould meke the show able
to pay for its own trophies. But I shouldn't have used emotional=-
ly loaded language to express those opinions. Ankus- The local
little theater put on "Five Finger Exercise" this winter and the
cast mispronounced "brothel" throughout. I was so impressed by
the high moral standing of the cast, directors, and others asso=-
clated with the play, as evidenced by this ignorance, that I
didn't have the heart to point out the error when I heard it at
rehearsal. '' Most of my notes in this issue are covered in re-
marks on other fanzines. I can only add that I like basically the
tuns for "Fiction" but it would benefit from a less rigid rhythm-
ical pattern. A Seles Pitch: Does anyone know what to do with
trophies that no Ionger are significant? From a golf-playing
aunt I inherited at least thirty pounds of the things, enough to
fill two large boxes. She has no close relatives for whom they
would have sentimental value, I'd feel silly displaying trophies
that I didn't win, they'd probably be worth only pennies if melt-
ed down into scrap metal, but I can't throw them into the trash
barrel. I suppose they'll sit in .the attic until someone else
inherits them. Revoltin' Development: It was about time that
someone wrote in plain language about Hal Shapiro. I approve of
frankness in a situation like this, because the dnq rumors always
digstort for the worse. However, what am I going to do in that
fan history when I come to the Evans episode? Should I print the
truth and run the risk of shattering any 1llusions about grandpa
that his daughters may have fostered in their children? How much
should I say about laney's personal life, when I'm not sure how
much his daughters know? Frankness in an i solated fanzine is
less 1ikely to come to the wrong person's attention. '' I would
refuse to sign a waiver for things said about me in FAPA, even if
it had legal value. I fully intend to sue for libel any FAPA
menber who damages me materially with actionable statements. I
hasten to emphasize that this does not mean that I think Chris
was damaged sufficiently to justify instituting action against
Ted. _g_ Bull Moose: This came while I was finally reading The
Once and Future King, just tre right time. (White's reworking is
not good, showmg seams and deletions badly, but the final chap-




ters are wonderful.) But what a gulf between the British and us}
We think it remarkable that the American Civil War can be so viv-
id today after a century, and in England the Arthur lore seems

to have just about the same status. The Directory of 1961 Science
Fiction Fandom: Please refer back to Horizons in each of the past
five or six years and coansider all the comments therein bundled up
into one huge renewed compliment. It is a trifle sad to see Vine
cent Clarke gone from the index, because he seemed as permanent
as Suez, and it's hard to believe that that's really Max Keaslier.
Of such surprises are dictionaries made. H-1651: Rusty might be
pleased to know that I ve bought morec insurance and I don't have a
family to protect. Thig is a disability thing that starts after
my other disability protection stops and lasts for the rest of my
life if necessary. It?s fairly expsnsive but I feel much more at
ease now when I cross the street against the light. Tgrget: FAPA:
Before people start accusing me of making extra work for them, 1
should explain thet I'm retaining Jr. as part of my name in all
situg tions because that's my legal name. My father's name con-
tinues to exist in various files and I don't want to risk a pos-
sible foulup someday when applying for benefits or handling an
important financial matter. '' On unnatural selection: is it
really certain that a draft dodger exposes another man to the
service that he should have done? It was my impression that the
draft still gets all eligibles before they go overage, although
the average induction age has been rising. Null-Fs: Induction
centers must differ in their horrors. The last time I was really
cold was the day I spsnt in Baltimore's Fifth Regiment Armory, on
a day-long physical followed by hours of walting for the verdict.
The doctors were falrly civil but they were using small boys as
clerks who seemed to be totally ignorant of what thay were doing
and never took notes as fas*t as the doctors muttered. Incident-
ally, I did my lying after being rejected, not before. I toid
everyone I'd been exempted for skirniness and bad nerves when it
really resulted from tachycardlia, a condition I dién't want my
parents to know about. ' DPolicemen wouldn't bother Walter if
they were all like the ones in Hagerstown. The last time a lccal
cop went for his 8un was three or four years ago, and he shot him-
self in the foot trying to get it out of the holster. Since then
the policemen are quite afraid of firearms. '' Heaven will be
my ability to walk into a record stors and buy a recording-—-mcn=-
auragl-e-of Mozart's 36th piano concerto, played by Hofmann, con-
ducted by Nikisch. It would be nice to watch the Washington Sen-
ators in a world series game, too, but I don’t know exactly how
powerful heaven might be. "' Isn‘t use a factor in many cases
of farsightedness and nearsightedness? Newspaper people are uz=-
ually nearsighted, farmers farsighted. ' Wiat would Ted White
think of my practice of undressing and dressing, in addition to
sleeping, in that unheated bedrcom with open window on even the
coldest winter nights? °*' I've already expressed personally to
Walter my admiration for the thoroughness of his Seacon coverage.
The only thing I've wanted to say publicly is: after the banqust,
wny didn't Eney change his name card from Marc C. Duguesne to
Dick Seaton? '' 1In the hospital I had dreams of a vividness and
intricate detail that I'd never experienced before. Once I was
singing the first act of Otello, and I actually learned things

in that dream about how good singing is done; I'm sure there must
have been some kind of telepathic hookup with a concert or opera
stage. Again, I had written a mystery novel with some excellent




features. The title was "Please Emit Flowers" and the main gim-
mick was a series of murders distinguished by the fact that each
victim sent flowers to his best friends just a few hours before
getting bumped off, '' I like A Son of Two Fans very much both
for its writing and for its message. A less siereotyped ending
would make it a fan fiction classiec. ' Beethoven didn't study
urder Mozart and cared little for Mozart's music. Walter was
thinking of Haydn. '! The excitement over electronic music re-
minds me of the vast amcunt of soulsearching in the art wocrld at
the invention of photograrhy. While the thecries multiplied,
sensible grtists went on minting and photography developed as a
separate art fom. F®lectronic music isn’t as new as the high
fidelity publications assert and I strongly doubt that it is mu-
sic; I'd consider it a branch of poetry, since the emphasis is

on sound, not on tme, Jjust like many modern poems with no mes-
sage other than their succession of sounds. I won't get involved
in the improvisation hassle again, except to repeat what I've
sald before, there is not the slightest evidence that the impro-
visations by serious comnosers like Beethoven and Mozart had any
musical merit, since their published works that were cited by
contemporaries as most like their improvisations are among their
weakest; there are many texts showing disgust by composers at
performers who ornamented and improvised on their scores but not
one to show that composers approved of it; cadenzas were usvally
played by memory to demonstrate the compositional ability of the
perfomer; and works in which only a bare outline was written for
the part were usually those which the composer wished to use as
starring vehicles for himself in those days when there was no
copyright protection. An Amateur Publication for Mrs. Christine
Moskowitz: I was wondering how long it would De until someons
pointed out that FAPA's officers could have been included in the
libel suit. Libelous material is unmallable, incidentally.
Celephaig: I don't smoke. The non-smoking rate in fandom must
be much higher than in the general population. I know of only
one other non-smoker among the 100 employes of the newspeper for
which I work. I think it's been a year since I ate a meal with-
out having smoke blown into my face by every rerson within ten
feet. '' I assumed that the Tarzan book banning was a piece of
censorship done by someone to try to laugh book banning out of
acceptance. Is there any reason to believe that it was done ser-
iously? The Tattooed Dragon Meets the Beat Generations Bill
Rotsler will hate me for this, but as I leafed througa this I
kept wondering how Nancy Share would have drawn this or that it-
em. A Propos de Rien: I may have post office troubles again. I
have not received fanzines that were in other people’s mailboxes
a month or more ago. As well as I can determine, publications
that would normally have reached me over a week or ten day span
in early February are involved. '' Suilcide rates aren't too
trustworthy. The law has a tendency to labcl as a suicide any
death that was obviously not natural but lacks any ciear evidence
of murder. A local young man is down on the official records as
a suicide even though late evidence showed after a week what had
happened, meking it beyond doubt an accidkent. Elmurmurings: Elm-
er should be interested in an item in the March issue of MNodern
Photography. On page 62, whose headline is "Move In Close'", be=-
gins a listing of "devices" Irom which I copy the following datai
"Nooky. Working distance, 41 to 165 inches. Reproduction ratios




of 1:17.5 to 1:6.5. Extension; for 50mm Elmar /3.5 threaded.
$45." Lighthouse: Maybe Peter Graham is enough of an authority
on ancient Greece to explain to me how the spectators heard any-
thing at these plays. I know that some of the arenas are sup-
posed to lave had good acoustics. But you get thousands of
spectators and you have a certain noise level that ruins those
acoustics. I suspect that eve*ynhlno was either chanted or sung
Bl bie ~top ol  1Unes, not ‘cpokem intodayt s dranatic ‘style. ¥
Terry Carr has developed the exasperating habit of writing fle=-
tion based on topics that repel me completely, such as peopie who
make jazz careers a life-death matter and college kids trying to
aet adult. This sounds as if it might be quite a novel, but I
wish it'd been some other chapter. '? Cold, clear and warm,
cloudy dayes have a¢ways gone together in winter. The heat can
radiate from the earth's surface more rapidly when there i1s no
cloud layer. *'' I assume that the Alva Rogers piece i3 mostly
faet, ~1t presents L. Ron Hubbard as a human being, something no
other writer to my knowledge has achieved when writing about him.
I get the impression that Alva could write an Ah! Sweet Idiocy!
to make us forget Laney. '' I must decline with thanks the
tentative suggestion that I could become FAPA's king. It would
involve sooner or, I hope, later a time of troubles when I died
wi thout issue. Burb is the ideal candicdate. *'' In case I
haven'’t mentioned it, Lionel Corporation has bought the Porter
Chemical Company. I assume that the Chemcraft trade neme will be
continued. I wonder who now owns the original Chemcraft set.
Only one was not sold. It has been kept in the safe in the pre=-
sidentfs office and all the oldtimers in the organization start
to bawl whenever they oren the door and loock at it. Ncobody is
allowed -to.touch 'it. '! I know it's popular sportv to bait
Seth Johnson, but my palate insists that a man who sells ice
cream must be okay. '* Ané how many members besides me will
skimp Ligntbouse out of commsnt qpaoe it deserves, simply be~-
cause of a desire to get the ccmrents on the lLutlQ publications
out of the way first, and then there wasn't much rcom? Postmail-
Spess  These will also-kecheated. “I'll have to ask the Sha Ao W=
zine producers to accept copies of Herizons and personal letters
in place of remarks here. I gather that Stefantasy, contrary to
custom, did not go to all FAPA members, and that Giirble in spite
of its contents page statemen®t also missed some members. Hill-
side doesn't quite qualify as a postmailimg because of variations
in the inserts. That leaves room to say that 1Ifve almost come to
prefer the postmailed status of Descant, because of the assur-
ance that something fine will be along in a few days after the
big bundle. I'm surprised that you completist readers of TV
Guide did not remark on the program notes on M Squad for Tuesday
night, January 25, 1962: "The Baited HooXk. Carol Willis tells
Balllnger that she and her father have received murder threats."
As for the twist, I suspect that this was a gigantic promotion,
metra 'folk orgy. The merchand’se and tieins follcwed too closely
to be likely to have been prepared after the excitement came. I
received Second of a Series after writing comments on the Martin
matter on a preceding page And the Ted White postmalllng is
among the fanzines that nover reached me. In view of my regretis
over strong statements last time, I'1ll content myself with d4if fi=-
culty with two remarks. One is that I think Martin did send the
vice~president his ccmplalnt and Redd Boggs should be happy FAPRA
is no longer operating under the constitut;on that he dislikes.



Wiither Hugo

The mailman no longer brings each December the Hugo Gerns-
back Christmas card to 423 Summit Avenue. But I acgquired a copy
of the 1961 edition by the simple expedient of swiping it from an
essistant editor®s desk a%t tha offics. Apparently Huge sends them
to newspapers, ané anyone who has been a jourhelist long enouga to
become en assistent 23itor deserves to loze hils copy if he thinks
it’s safe to let stuff lis arcund newspapsr offices.

This yeer, Forecast consists cf C2 pages with the inevita-
ble Paul illustrations. Hugo saved himself the trouble of writ-
ing speciel material for most of thsce pages by reprinting and
preprinting stuff he'd turned out for other sources. However, he
seems a triflie mere humenand mellow in this issue, interrupting
his I-told-you-so theme from time to time to display a.genuine
sense of huwcor. :

One feature is the now famous talk that he gave to the ESFA
March 12, 1961, "Concrete Science Fiction". Its title is superim-
posed on what was apparently intended to be a piecz of concrete
but resembles much more closely a piecce of milk chocolate that is
becominz white-specked from age. Most of Hugo's merits and Tool-
ishness are quite well dsmonstrated by this one article. It is
quite nice to read ebout the little-publicized hoax that he de-
vised in 1933 with the WestingMouse Vestpocket Receiver. But is
it possidvle that the same man could propcse seriously the ridicu-
lous notion that patent rroiection should go to technical ideas
conteined in science fiction stories? It's so painfully cbvious
that this would put today®s gian®t corporations in control of thse
financial world for the rext hurdred centuries. Every iasrge in=-
custry has house organs or technical publications, technical
writers , and experte in the particular sciences revresented. In
ore month, each large corpcration would have published ssveral
issues of its own new science fiction magazine, every story in
which would be c rammed with devices and procedures that aren't
possible with today's knowhow but should eventually come into be=-
ing. There would be nothing left for the prozine writers with
their dubious knowledge of science and technology to patent.

More in the spirit of the old Amazing and Wonder Stories is
the editorial, whkich contains a listing of future developments
end the years in which they will occur. Hugo doesn't see 1984
with quite as much alarm as George Orwell did, because it et s
the year that hs assigns to the demise of the submarine. He says
that there will be "coherent forcewaves" from an invention called
the refractar that "do not spread, but travel in a pencil-tight
poweTr beam. Submersibles cculd no longer hide.™ 1In 1988, tele-
missiles, Hugo's word for guided micsiles, will get theirs.
"Quasi-optical ultra-dynawaves" will melt and explode them. This
entry doesn't tell what happens to the fallout as the H-bombs go
off, but I suppose that there will be same other kin& of rays for
that little detail. Surprisingly, it will not be until 2010 when
Matomie fusion" will make it possible to park motor vehicles und-
er cities by melting rocks and granite formations. It's arpar-
ently much easier to melt a missile a couple orf hund red miles away
from the source of quasi-optical ultra-dynawaves. In 2014, all
city streets and sidewalks will be covered with a combina tion of
plastic and glass that is lightweight, clear and colorless. In
2051, "Illegitimecy is no longer permitted by the werid®s govern=-
merts. Boys and girls from age 12 on are inoculated every two



years by law with a recently developed drug, Fol-12, that makes
both sexes infertile for two years. Inoculations cease when mar-
riage takes place. The drug has no side effects." The page ends
at this point, before we learn what will prevent Mr. Brown and
Mrs. Green from demonstrating the loophole in this latest piece
of government red tape.

In "Why to the Moon?" I was surprised to find Hugo parroting
the popular science articles that c¢laim that the moon will be use-
ful as a stepping stone to explore the other planets in this solar
system. I'm no mathematician, but I can't believe that there is
any calculation system which will require less energy for a trip
from the earth to the moon and from there to Mars thean a trip from
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